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1. Our Lord, His Word and His love never changes 
The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand forever.   

         – Isaiah 40:8 (NRSV) 

 
"I am the LORD, and I do not change. That is why you descendants of Jacob are not already 
completely destroyed.”                   – Malachi 3:6 (NLT) 

 
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.      – Hebrews 13:8 (NRSV) 
 
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures forever.  

       – 1 Chronicles 16:34 (NRSV) 
 
2. True faith isn’t politically correct or about seeking the approval of humans 
If you belonged to the world, the world would love you as its own. Because you do not belong 
to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world—therefore the world hates you.  

         – John 15:19 (NRSV) 
 
You adulterous people, don't you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward God? 
Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God.   – James 4:4 (NIV) 
 
Am I now seeking human approval, or God's approval? Or am I trying to please people? If I 
were still pleasing people, I would not be a servant of Christ. For I want you to know, brothers 
and sisters, that the gospel that was proclaimed by me is not of human origin; for I did not 
receive it from a human source, nor was I taught it, but I received it through a revelation of 
Jesus Christ.                 – Galatians 1:10-12 (NRSV) 
 
3. Hold all theologies &  doctrines to testing via historically accepted methods of scrutiny 
Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, 
because many false prophets have gone out into the world. This is how you can recognize the 
Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from 
God, but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the 
antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world.    
                     – 1 John 4:1-3 (NIV) 
 
Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test yourselves. Do you not realize 
that Christ Jesus is in you--unless, of course, you fail the test? And I trust that you will discover 
that we have not failed the test.  Now we pray to God that you will not do anything wrong. Not 
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that people will see that we have stood the test but that you will do what is right even though 
we may seem to have failed. For we cannot do anything against the truth, but only for the 
truth.                  – 2 Corinthians 13:5-8 (NIV) 
 
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God 
in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise the words of prophets, but 
test everything; hold fast to what is good; abstain from every form of evil.     
                  – 1 Thessalonians 5:16-22 (NRSV) 
 
4. Stick with what has been historically taught and proven to be sound and true 
To the pure all things are pure, but to the corrupt and unbelieving nothing is pure. Their very 
minds and consciences are corrupted. They profess to know God, but they deny him by their 
actions. They are detestable, disobedient, unfit for any good work. But as for you, teach what 
is consistent with sound doctrine.         – Titus 1:15-16 and Titus 2:1 (NRSV) 
 
I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you in the grace of Christ 
and are turning to a different gospel—not that there is another gospel, but there are some 
who are confusing you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. But even if we or an angel 
from heaven should proclaim to you a gospel contrary to what we proclaimed to you, let that 
one be accursed! As we have said before, so now I repeat, if anyone proclaims to you a gospel 
contrary to what you received, let that one be accursed!                – Galatians 1:6-9 (NRSV) 
 
But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will be false teachers among 
you, who will secretly bring in destructive opinions. They will even deny the Master who 
bought them—bringing swift destruction on themselves. Even so, many will follow their 
licentious ways, and because of these teachers the way of truth will be maligned. And in their 
greed they will exploit you with deceptive words. Their condemnation, pronounced against 
them long ago, has not been idle, and their destruction is not asleep. For if God did not spare 
the angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to chains of deepest 
darkness to be kept until the judgment; and if he did not spare the ancient world, even though 
he saved Noah, a herald of righteousness, with seven others, when he brought a flood on a 
world of the ungodly; and if by turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to ashes he 
condemned them to extinction and made them an example of what is coming to the ungodly; 
and if he rescued Lot, a righteous man greatly distressed by the licentiousness of the lawless 
(for that righteous man, living among them day after day, was tormented in his righteous soul 
by their lawless deeds that he saw and heard), then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly 
from trial, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment until the day of judgment—
especially those who indulge their flesh in depraved lust, and who despise authority. Bold and 
willful, they are not afraid to slander the glorious ones, whereas angels, though greater in 
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might and power, do not bring against them a slanderous judgment from the Lord. These 
people, however, are like irrational animals, mere creatures of instinct, born to be caught and 
killed. They slander what they do not understand, and when those creatures are destroyed, 
they also will be destroyed, suffering the penalty for doing wrong. They count it a pleasure to 
revel in the daytime. They are blots and blemishes, reveling in their dissipation while they 
feast with you. They have eyes full of adultery, insatiable for sin. They entice unsteady souls. 
They have hearts trained in greed. Accursed children! They have left the straight road and 
have gone astray, following the road of Balaam son of Bosor, who loved the wages of doing 
wrong, but was rebuked for his own transgression; a speechless donkey spoke with a human 
voice and restrained the prophet's madness. These are waterless springs and mists driven by a 
storm; for them the deepest darkness has been reserved. For they speak bombastic nonsense, 
and with licentious desires of the flesh they entice people who have just escaped from those 
who live in error.  They promise them freedom, but they themselves are slaves of corruption; 
for people are slaves to whatever masters them. For if, after they have escaped the 
defilements of the world through the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are 
again entangled in them and overpowered, the last state has become worse for them than the 
first. For it would have been better for them never to have known the way of righteousness 
than, after knowing it, to turn back from the holy commandment that was passed on to them. 
It has happened to them according to the true proverb, "The dog turns back to its own vomit," 
and, "The sow is washed only to wallow in the mud."                – 2 Peter 2 (NRSV) 
 
One who walks in integrity will be safe, but whoever follows crooked ways will fall into the Pit.  
                       – Proverbs 28:18 (NRSV) 
 
5. Standing for God’s Truth won’t be easy 
"Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the road is easy that leads to 
destruction, and there are many who take it.”        – Matthew 7:13 (NRSV) 
 
We must no longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine, 
by people's trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful scheming. But speaking the truth in love, 
we must grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole 
body, joined and knit together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is 
working properly, promotes the body's growth in building itself up in love.     
                 – Ephesians 4:14-16 (NRSV) 
 
Dear friends, do not be surprised at the painful trial you are suffering, as though something 
strange were happening to you. But rejoice that you participate in the sufferings of Christ, so 
that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. If you are insulted because of the name 
of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests on you. If you suffer, it should 
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not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of criminal, or even as a meddler. However, if 
you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name. For it is 
time for judgment to begin with the family of God; and if it begins with us, what will the 
outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of God? And, "If it is hard for the righteous 
to be saved, what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?" So then, those who suffer 
according to God's will should commit themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to do 
good.                             – 1 Peter 4:12-19 (NIV) 
 
6. Keep our focus on God’s agenda, not human agendas 
For the eyes of the LORD range throughout the earth to strengthen those whose hearts are 
fully committed to him.                  – 2 Chronicles 16:9a (NIV) 
 
“Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?"  He said to him, "‘You shall love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’  This is 
the greatest and first commandment.  And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.’ On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets." 

      – Matthew 22:36-40 (NRSV) 
 
And Jesus came and said to them, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have 
commanded you.”            – Matthew 28:18-20a (NRSV) 
 
7. Cling to the Lord’s promises and know He is always with us 
As for God, his way is perfect. All the LORD's promises prove true. He is a shield for all who 
look to him for protection.            – 2 Samuel 22:31 (NLT) 
 
For the joy of the Lord is your strength.               – Nehemiah 8:10b (NRSV) 
 
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power.    – Ephesians 6:10 (NRSV) 
 
“And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age."            – Matthew 28:20b (NRSV) 


